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The acquisition of global distributors is continuing as the company’s
message on the value of premier fishing eyewear hits home.

Across both sides of the Atlantic there
are reasons to celebrate for premier
protective eyewear manufacturer,
Wiley X. Both sectors of the business
are marking milestones in their
histories – Wiley X U.S. is 30 years

old this year, while over in Denmark the EMEA arm
of the business is ten.

These celebrations come off the back of a
successful 2016 that has seen Wiley X continue to
grow in the premium polarised eyewear sector.

Thomas Wæver, Wiley X EMEA Vice President
and Outdoor Director, said: “It was a fantastic year
for us as we kept adding key fishing distributors
for important countries. The word is spreading
that Wiley X has so much more to offer than
just amazing polarised lenses – the experience of
our new distributor in Iceland, Henrik Kassow
Andersen, is testament to that (see panel below).

“Our growth is spurred by the fact that there is a
growing realisation that Wiley X brings much more
than a pair of polarised sunglasses to the table.
All eyewear is ANSI Z87.1 rated as well as being
EN.166 certified. Almost all are prescription-ready
and delivered with a limited lifetime warranty. There
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is also our world patented Gasket System (Facial
Cavity™ Seal) and the fact that we are able to supply
any of our distributors with product from our EMEA
warehouse within 24 hours.”

Director of Corporate Accounts and Outdoor
Sales in the U.S., Ray Hill, added: “Customers are
continuing to educate themselves that polarised
eyewear is more than just about UV protection.
It’s a tool – and a very important one at that – as
it not only protects the longevity of your eyes and
eliminates glare, but in the case of WX, it provides
independently lab certified lenses that provide true
unbalanced optical clarity without distortion and a
level of impact protection no other brand does.”

Wiley X EMEA is celebrating its anniversary
during its appearances at trade shows across Europe,
including EFTTEX in Hungary, and the launch of an
apparel line this month. It will also be hoping to add
more distributors across the region.

“Right now, the French and Spanish markets
are high on my list of important markets to cover,”
added Wæver. “However, basically we are intent on
developing all areas where Wiley X is not represented
in not only the fishing market, but also the hunting,
shooting and outdoor sectors.”

Hill added that like Wiley X EMEA, the U.S.
arm is targeting international distributors within
its sales areas. “Some newly identified markets
that we have captured and targeted in the last
year include Canada, Korea, Hong Kong and
Mexico,” he said.

“We also have great partnerships with
channel-focused U.S. distributors that service
the key markets of our Outdoor Division,
including fishing, hunting and tactical.”

For 2017, Wiley X is targeting more of the
same and Wæver said that so far it is meeting
expectations. “Into the new year, Wiley X has
really put down a great marker. The number of
distributors continues to grow and we have the
biggest eyewear collection ever and the biggest
catalogue. Brand awareness continues on a fast
upward curve.”

Hill added: “2017 is an extremely exciting
year for Wiley X Inc. As well as it being our
30th anniversary, we have a great line-up
of new product introductions, including
models featuring Kryptek® camouflage, a new
partnership for Wiley X Inc.

“Furthermore, a focused and robust marketing
plan has been finalised that will continue to drive
consumer awareness and brand recognition,
while also supporting our vast independent
dealer network and national retail chains.”
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WileyX’s ThomasWæverwelcomesnewdistibutor
for Iceland, Henrik KassowAndersen.

WWiilleeyy XX EEMMEEAA’’ss nneewweesstt ddiissttrriibbuuttoorr iiss
tteessttaammeenntt ttoo tthhee ssaaffeettyy bbeenneefifittss ooff
tthhee ccoommppaannyy’’ss pprrootteeccttiivvee eeyyeewweeaarr..
HHeennrriikk KKaassssooww AAnnddeerrsseenn,, CCEEOO

ooff BBeerrggiiss EEhhff,, WWiilleeyy’’ss nneeww ppaarrttnneerr
iinn IIcceellaanndd,, hhaadd hhiiss ssiigghhtt ssaavveedd
bbeeccaauussee hhee wwaass wweeaarriinngg aa ppaaiirr ooff iittss
ssuunnggllaasssseess.. HHee ttaakkeess uupp tthhee ssttoorryy:

““II wweenntt ttoo aa llooccaall ffoorreesstt wwiitthh aa llaarrggeerr
wwoooodd cchhiippppeerr tthhaatt II hhaadd jjuusstt hhiirreedd,
bbuutt ffoorrggoott ttoo ttaakkeemmyy ssaaffeettyy ggllaasssseess..
FFoorrttuunnaatteellyy,, II hhaaddmmyy oollddWWiilleeyy XX
((mmooddeell PP--1177)) ttoo hhaanndd aanndd tthhaatt
pprroovveedd ccrruucciiaall..
““DDuurriinngg aa wwooooddccuuttttiinngg ooppeerraattiioonn

II lleett ggoo ooff tthhee lloogg wwiitthh ttwwoommeettrreess
lleefftt –– aa bbaadd iiddeeaa –– aass II ttuurrnneedd ttoo ppiicckk
uupp aa nneeww lloogg..
““TThhee nneexxtt tthhiinngg II rreemmeemmbbeerr iissmmyy

ggllaasssseess bbeeiinngg ssllaammmmeedd iinnttoommyy hheeaadd

wwiitthh tthhee ggllaassss iinn ffuullll ccoonnttaacctt wwiitthhmmyy
eeyyeebbaallll. II eennddeedd uupp wwiitthh aa bbllaacckk eeyyee,,
ccuuttss aanndd bbrruuiisseess aanndd aa bbrrookkeenn nnoossee.
““AAtt tthhee hhoossppiittaall tthhee ddooccttoorr wwhhoo

iinnssppeecctteeddmmyy wwoouunnddss ttoollddmmee tthhaatt
mmyy eeyyeewweeaarr ssaavveedd tthhee rriigghhtt eeyyee..””
AAss hhee llooookkss bbaacckk aatt tthhee aacccciiddeenntt

hhee aaddddss:: ““DDoonn’’tt ttaakkee yyoouurr eeyyeess ffoorr
ggrraanntteedd wwhheenn fifisshhiinngg oorr bbeeiinngg iinn tthhee
ggrreeaatt oouuttddoooorrss –– aallwwaayyss rreemmeemmbbeerr
ttoo bbuuyy tthhee rriigghhtt eeyyeewweeaarr –– iitt mmaayy
ssaavvee yyoouurr ssiigghhtt oonnee ddaayy.””




