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‘Inspirational’ L.L. Bean
Chairman passes away

Lew’s Fishing Tackle moves
to its new HQ in Missouri

Leon Gorman, the grandson of the founder of US outdoor
gear manufacturer L.L. Bean and long-time chief executive
of the company, has died at the age of 80.
Gorman, who had been suffering from cancer for several
months, died at his home in Yarmouth ME. He was President
and CEO of L.L. Bean from 1967 to 2001, chairman from 2001
to 2013 and Chairman
Emeritus from 2013 until
his death.
During his 30 years
as President, he led
L.L. Bean from a $4.75m
catalogue company
with 100 employees
and a single store to a
multi-channel business
with a turnover in excess
of $1bn and more than
5,000 staff.
“He was a boss,
mentor, coach,
community leader, dear
friend and an inspiration. Most importantly, he was the most
decent human being you would ever want to meet. We will
miss him greatly,” said Chris McCormick, the company’s
current President and CEO.

Top US rod, reels and accessories manufacturer Lew’s
Fishing Tackle has moved into its new $3.5million corporate
HQ in Springfield, Missouri. It is the fourth and largest
building that the fast-growing company has occupied in the
area since it was taken over by industry veterans Lynn Reeves
and Gary Remensnyder in 2009.
“It’s humbling to be able to design a facility according to
the specific needs of the operation and we are fortunate to
have been able to do that with our new Do Outdoors home,”
said CEO, Reeves. “It’s a pleasure to be able to remain in the
middle of the country and a great city like Springfield. We’re
confident this facility will allow us to continue our commitment to customer service excellence for years to come.”
Still under construction is the official Lew’s Museum, which
is expected to be open before the end of the year.
“A move is never easy, but we are proud of how quickly our
team pulled this one together,” added Remensnyder.

Wiley X sign up world lure fishing champion Peter Hornak
World Predator Classic winners Luc Coppens and Jeremy
Staverman as well as top predator angler Stefan Trumstedt
and fly fishing legend Charles Jardine.
A top angler at home in Slovakia and a member of the
national spinning team since 2009, Hornak said: “I have tried
several models of Wiley X glasses over the last few years and
really can’t imagine fishing without them.
“It is really helpful for me to see what is
happening under the water and these glasses have
helped me a lot to catch nice fish and achieve good
results at international championships.”
Wiley X’s European Vice President and Outdoor
Director Thomas Wæver added: “We have a commitment to provide unrivalled polarisation, optical
clarity and protection for anglers around the world
so it is hugely important for us that fishermen at the
top of their game like Peter benefit from using them.
“We are delighted to have him join the team. He
brings a lot of knowledge and experience and he
also gives us a profile in a new country – an important aspect for a fast-growing company likes ours.”

Left: Hornak has recently won the World
Bank Fishing with Lures Championship.
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Europe

Leading protective eyewear manufacturer Wiley X has
snapped up one of the world’s top lure anglers to join its
European Elite Fishing Team.
Slovakian Peter Hornak, who recently won the 13th FIPSed
World Bank Fishing with Lures Championship in Northern
Ireland, joins a star-studded Wiley X line-up that includes

Anthony Hawkswell, Editor
Appointed Editor in January
2013, Anthony’s background
in news publications and indepth reporting enhances the
magazine’s reputation for leading the way in
providing the best news service in angling.
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