
One of the most essential items in an angler’s tool kit is a good pair 
of sunglasses – and Wiley X are masters of their art.

SEEING IS BELIEVING
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PRODUCT PROFILE
WILEY X

WX Knife, Polarised Bronze
RRP: £129.95

WX P17, Polarised Smoke Green, 
gloss black frame

RRP: £119.95

WX Peak, Polarised Amber
RRP: £119.95

If you needed any proof at 
all about how important 
a good pair of polarised 

sunglasses is, just take a look at 
the picture in this feature. No one 
can disagree that the di� erence 
when looking through the lens 
is quite remarkable – and the 
sunglasses are from Wiley X, one 

of the leaders in eyewear. For those 
of you who aren’t familiar with 
the Wiley X brand, here’s a bit of 
the company history. Formed in 
1987, the company has developed 
its products by building strong 
relationships with the US armed 
forces and elite special forces 

units, developing and marketing 
protective eyewear and 

gloves for the military, 
law enforcement and 

civilian markets, 
which has made 
them market 
leaders. Since 
then, Wiley 
X has become 
a leader in 
markets such as 
hunting, � shing 

and shooting, 
as well as cycling 

and extreme sports. 
Although Wiley 

X are an American 

company they are distributed in 
the UK and Europe via Leeda as 
part of their brand portfolio which 
also contains Petzl, Sealskinz, 
Mustad and Wychwood.

Of course, the best doesn’t come 
cheap, and it’s perfectly true that 
you can buy a pair of polarised 
sunglasses for very little, but there’s 
something very special about the 
glasses produced by Wiley X. For 
starters, the lenses and frames are 
very robust, and unlike most other 
sunglasses, the lenses and frames 
are certi� ed to EN166-2001, 
which is a European standard for 
eye protection. � e lenses aren’t 
just slotted into the frame, they 
are integral to their construction, 
and are even certi� ed to standards 
for safety from � ying particles. 

Having said all that, the two 
main things anglers look for when 
buying a pair of sunglasses is style 
and function, and you can be 
sure that these latest models from 

the Wiley X range ful� l these 
criteria admirably. Lens colour 
is a personal choice, although 
the two most popular colours 
are bronze and grey. Bronze is 
ideal for sunny or partly cloudy 
days, and grey, whilst making 
most of the world look dull, is a 
colour more suited for general 
use. Green is also popular, and is 
another colour for general use. 

We’ve had some of the latest 
styles on test during the last few 
weeks, and even though it’s been 
generally dull and grey outside, the 
polarised lenses have cut through 
the glare on the water surface very 
well indeed. We can’t wait to try 
them out in the summer sun.

Overall, if you’re looking for 
the ultimate in sunglasses to stock 
on your shelves – a pair to last 
several years and build customer 
con� dence – then take a look at 
what Wiley X has to o� er. We don’t 
think you’ll be disappointed. CT
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