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eyes from flying hooks, lures or 
flies. 

Our glasses offer exceptional 
optical quality as well. All of our 
lenses are tested and measured 
before they are even cut to 
maintain pure optics in the final 
product. 

Finally, independent certified 
laboratories test all our eyewear. 
This ensures you as an angler 
that Wiley X delivers the quality 
we promise.

CL: So, it sounds like a polarised 
filter isn’t just a polarised filter, 
right?

TW: That’s right. Wiley 
X ONLY uses the best 
polarised filters available. This 
filter is produced in Japan, 
whereas many other eyewear 
manufacturers use the much 
cheaper polarised filters. The 
difference is quite staggering to 
be honest – a bad polarised filter 
is probably worse than none at 
all.

W iley X is the only 
company of its kind, 
whose entire range 

of sunglasses is certified as 
protective eyewear – but is this 
important?

Tackle Trade World’s Chris 
Leibbrandt talks to Wiley X 
EMEA vice-president Thomas 
Wæver. 

It turns out that protective, 
polarised eyewear is far more 
important than you might think 
in the fishing market. 

CL: Thomas, I know there’s a 
lot more to the certification 
of Wiley X polarised eyewear 
than you would think. Can you 
explain what the benefits for a 
typical angler are? 

TW: We at Wiley X have been 
preaching to anglers across the 
globe that they should actually 
only use certified eyewear when 
fishing. The advantages are 
numerous, but the main one is 
that they might just save their 

 A CAUTIONARY TALE

Wiley X sunglasses are certified 
as protective eyewear to 
meet or exceed standards not 
normally used in the fishing 
industry, as Danish fishing 
guide Henrik Kassow Andersen 
knows all too well.

Henrik explained: “I arrived 
at a local forest with the large 
wood chipper that I’d just hired 
and realised I’d forgotten my 
safety glasses. This dangerous 
machine displays multiple 
large warnings underlining the 
importance of wearing eye and 
ear protection. Searching both 
my car and summer cottage 
for safety glasses, I was really 
happy when my old Wiley 
X model P-17 came to the 
surface.

“Halfway through my pile 
of wood I was working on a 
3m-long elm log. I slid it into 
the machine with the engine 
running and all was good. I let 
go of the log with two metres 
left and turned to pick up 
another one. This was a big 
mistake!

“The next thing I remember 
was my glasses being slammed 
into my head with the lens in 
full contact with my eyeball, 
like someone landed a gigantic 
punch to my head. I realised 
that my Wiley X P-17 frames 
didn’t survive the blow but 
the lenses did. I escaped with 
a black eye, dents, bruises and 
a broken nose. I’m lucky my 
eyesight was spared thanks 
to my Wiley X glasses. Just 
thinking how bad it could have 
been without Wiley X still 
gives me goose bumps. At the 
hospital the doctor that treated 
me stated that the eyewear 
saved my right eye.”

CL: I really wasn’t aware that 
there was so much to it. Is there 
anything else I should know 
about?

TW: When choosing Wiley 
X eyewear you are guaranteed 
full clarity across the entire lens, 
where ordinary lenses can distort 
objects viewed from a distance, 
as if looking through another 
person’s prescription lens. Wiley 
X ANSI-rated lenses always 
maintain true relative object size. 
All Wiley X polarised lenses also 
block 100 per cent of the sun’s 
harmful UVA and UVB rays. 

Finally, all our lenses have a 
scratch-resistant coating and 
the outside of all polarised 
lenses have a hydrophobic 
coating, so water slides off. 
Additionally, every lens has an 
anti-reflective coating on the 
inside, eliminating distracting 
reflections. To top it all off, 
Wiley X provides all eyewear 
styles with a limited lifetime 
guarantee.

Wiley X has set the 
benchmark for safety, style 
and utility in the premium 
performance sunglasses by 
absolutely insisting that all adult 
premium eyewear products meet 
its tagline of being Absolute. 
Premium. Protection.
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CL: Okay, so it’s about quality 
from the very start. So, what 
happens when the polarised 
filter meets the lens?

TW: This is a very important 
part when it comes to only 
supplying certified polarised 
eyewear. We mount the 
polarised filter with a +/- three-
degree tolerance. With many 
polarised glasses you have had 

to move your head to get the 
maximum out of the polarised 
filter. I personally guarantee 
you that when wearing a pair of 
Wiley X, you will not need to 
do that. The filter is mounted 
perfectly with a tolerance of only 
1.6 per cent. Other polarised 
sunglasses suppliers, whose 
eyewear is not certified, can 
place the filter as they please, 
with inconsistent results.

 … Danish fishing 
guide Henrik Kassow 
Andersen escaped 
relatively unscathed.

 Wiley X’s EMEA 
vice-president, 
Thomas Wæver.

 Despite the damage 
to the frames…
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